Mention the word epidemiology, and a wide range of mental associations will follow. A 75-year-old might recall the influenza epidemics of the early 1900s. Those in their fifties might think of the efforts to study and stem the spread of polio before Salk and Sabin. And after many years of concentration on the epidemiology of chronic diseases-the Framingham Study a foremost example-the AIDS epidemic has focused us all, once again, on the study of the cause, spread, and effective response to an infectious syndrome.
